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Claim Analysis 

Claim 16 corresponds to Amended Claim 1 presented in the last Amendment but 
contains the additional features: 

(a) the alkaline aqueous solution contains an alkaline buffering agent : and, 

(b) the divalent metal is limited to iron. 
Claims 17, 18 and 19 depend on claim 16 with : 

(a) claim 17 showing the buffering agent to be a phosphate or a urea 
phosphate; 

(b) claim 18 limits the pH of the alkaline aqueous solution to between 7.0 
and 9.5; 

(c) claim 19 shows the chelating agent to be an alkylenepolyamine 
polycarboxylate 

Claim 20 contains all the elements of claim 16-18. 
Claim 21 depends on claim 20 and corresponds to claim 19 

REMARKS 

The rejection of claims 1,2,4-8 and 10-1 5 has been overcome by their 
cancellation. The objections to claims 1 1 and 12 are believed to have been corrected by 
their presentation as set forth above. 

The pH of the alkaline solution is critical. Note the outstanding results in the 
Examples presented in the specification. The pH is adjusted independently of the pH of 
the soil treated as is the teaching of Pignatello. 
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The application is believed to be in condition for allowance. 



Respectfully submitted, 

S / John G.Tremov 
(y Reg. No. 17,889 

Phone: 708 246 6528 
Fax 708 784 0535 
Date: January 13, 2004 
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Notice of Non-Compliant Amendment (37 CFR 1.121) PaperNo / 1 

am™*.*,. d»„ m e„, mrt h 37 ere f ™W. A ™ e, " 1 ° ,C, " S M ,ta * "PI'licaa.N 

THE FOLLOWING CHECKED (X) nEM(S) CAUSE THE AMENDMENT DOCUMENT TO BE NON-COMPLIANT 

U 1 Amendments to the sp-r cificalion: ^umtlian I . 

□ A. Amended paragraph^) do not include markings. 
LJ B. New paragraph(s) should not be underlined 

□ C. Other 



C. Other 

2. Abstract: 

□ A. Not presented on a separate sheet 37 CFR 1 72 

□ B. Other 



n 3. Amendments to die drawings: 



^Amendments to the claims: 

A. A complete listing of all of the cJaiiirs is net-present - - 

□ B. The listing of claims does not include the text of all claims (including withdrawn claims) 

^SS^S P1Wided Wi<h *° Pr ° Per "** Mer ' *»« 35 ^ * e «ual status of each 

□ E. JuTer ClaimS ^ 11115 amendraem ^ ,,3Ve n0t 66611 P resented ™ as ^ing numeral order. 

If the non-compliant amendment is a reply to a NON-FINAL OFFirp Ar-nr.M ^. . 

since the amendment appears to be a bonify ^emp, ™ be a k*S SZ?^ * SUbm,ss,on for « RCE),'and 
ONE MONTH from the mailing of this notice wnhTwhich tn ™hnP, ,1. i }) ' 3PPllCant 15 &VCa a TIME PERIOD of 

status of the amendment. >™ m me tiate set m the final nation and is not affected by the non-compliant 

Legal Instruments Examiner (LIE] Telephone No. 



Rev. 10/03 

PACE 8/8 • RCVD AT 4/1 9/2004 10:04:38 AM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:U8PTO-EFXRF-1/1 ■ DNIS:8720308 • CSID:1 708 784 0535 " DURATION <mm-ss):02.44 



